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Patriot Wing enters era of transition

The August change of command ceremony
marked the end of a successful and significant chapter
in the history of Westover ARB. I'm sure Generd
Mazick felt the gratitude of the formation for his
leadership. Although expected, that type of event gives
us areason to reflect on past accomplishments and

It dso points out the need to develop
sof Westover to maintain continuity in

We have begun a process to return the base to a
more norma operations tempo consistent with mission
peopleand
equipment to return to pre-mobilization level of readi-
ness. Reservists will focus on training and equipment
repair as necessary. None of thisdiminishesthe
achievements of those
individua sdepl
mohilized. They continueto perform a aworld dassleve.
Our mohilizetion taskingswill be forwarded for review ona
monthly basis with the expectation that those personnel no
longer needed will be released from active duty.

I amour?easmarvy of you as possbleto take part in the Family Day events planned

the September UTA.. It isimportant to take time to appreciate the people
and experiencesthat go dong with being apart of Westover. It will be agreat opportunity
to meet Colone Farris as he begins his tour as wing commander. See you there!

oyedor

Special assgtant to the 439th Airlift Wing commander

Col. Thomas A. Mauzaka

by Col. ThomasA. Mauzaka

MSgt. MikeAngdastro, 337" Airlift
Squadron flight engineer, who rode his
motorcydeto dl 50 dates last year,

Ground Zero ceremony to honor 9/11 heroes

the State capitds, to representatives of the
New York City Fire and Fire Departments,
the Port Authority Police of New

the Bergen County Court House

am. to Ground Zero.
At Ground Zero hewill present the
“Five Hags of Freedom” which heraisedin

rasngtheAmericanflaginevery ﬁ York and New Jersey and the Air
date capitd to honor the heroes and * | Force Museum. Following the
victims of the 9/11 attack, will _ s 1| ceremony, food and beverages
paticipatein ceremoniesa Ground  [% = will be sarved & Solari’s Restau-
Zero of the World Trade Center on = | rant, Hackensack.
Sept. 14. | Py Angdastro’s 48-day, 24,000
Angdasrowill ridewitha | mile motorcycle trek was
contingent of motorcydigts from . featured in the December 2002

pakinglot, Hackensack, N.J. a 11~ Angelastro

CitizenAirmanmeagazine.
To participate or learn more,
send an email to Nancy Duthie at
nduthie@nyj.rr.com.
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Briefs

Awards board selects
fourth quarter winners

Westover’sQuarterly AwardsBoard se-
lected thefollowing fourth quarter awvardwin-
ners for the fisca 20083.

Airman:

Sré.OMidlael E. Kaminsky, 439AMXS

NCO:

TSgt. Shane E. Stabile, 439 SFS

Senior NCO:

SMSgt. Michael P. Grady, 439 SFS

Civilian:

Shelli A. McCarthy, 439ASTS

Civilian Supervisor:

No submissons

Company Grade Officer:

Capt. DeresaD. Helems, 439 ASTS

Motorcyclists to gather
for photo in front of C-5

Reservigts with motorcycles are in-
vited to line up in front of a\Westover C-5
for aphoto shoot onthe September A UTA.
The group will meet & the parking lot of
the337"Airlift Squadron (BassHangar) on
Sept. I\? %t 4:'\£}|5_kp.r2.ngd )

. Mike adro, project orga-
nizer, ssidtheuniformof theday will apply.
The photo shoot will take place & 5 p.m.
Rain date for the shoot will be 11 am. on

Sept. 7.

For more information, contact
Angdastro at casua hero007@hotmail.com

Four Seasons has RV
storage lot for rent

Four SeasonshasRV storegelotsavail-
able for rent. The lots are open for rent to
active-duty military members, reservigts, re-
tireesand civiliansworking a \Westover. The
cogtsto rent lots are $25 monthly and $275
yearly.

For more information, visit Four Seax
sons (Bldg. 1700) or call Ext. 2974.

Cover photo

COMMAND CHANGE - Maj. Gen.
James D. Bankers, 22nd AF
commander, Col. Wade Farris, new
439th AW commander, and Brig. Gen.
Martin M. Mazick, outgoing wing
commander, stand at attention during
the change of command on Aug. 9.
Farris is the Patriot Wing’s 11th wing
commander (see article and photos
on page 3).

— photo by SSgt. Andrew S. Biscoe




READY FOR THE CHANGE - Three generations of wing commanders at - Air Force commander, Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick, and Col. Wade Farris.
Westover salute during the National Anthem at the change of Bankers was the 439th AW commander from May 1997 to March 1999.
command on Aug. 9. From left are Maj. Gen. James D. Bankers, 22nd

Colonel Farris takes command of Patriot Wing

New commander assures safety, adherance to Air Force core values

Articleby M Sgt. Tom Allocco
Photosby SM Sgt. Sandi Michon

Col. Wade Farris evoked the heritage of
Westover and promisedto buildonit asahands-
on leader when he ed the flag of com-
mand of the 439th Airlift Wing before a mass
formation in the Base Hangar onAug. 9 of the
AUTA.

During a change of command ceremony
rooted in martid tradition, Command CM Sgt.
Jeffrey B. Sherwin handed theblueflagtoBrig.
Gen. Martin M. Mazick. The outgoing wing
commander passed thewing flagto Mg . Gen.

of command upon completinghismisson. The
22nd Air Force commander held out the flag
for the new wing commander to hold up asa
token of hisacceptance of responsibility tolead
the men and women of the Patriot Wing.

Farris came to the 43%th AW fallowing
three years as commander of the 914th Airlift
Wing, which flys C-130s out of NiagaraFals
ARS NLY.

In hisfirg words to Patriot Wing mem-
bers assembleg%/ squeadron, Farris noted thet
hewill command awing and basewhich have
earned laurds in war and peace from World
Wer |1 to the successes of the Wer on Terror-
ism under Mazick’sleadership.

James D. Bankersin asymbolic relinquishing

“Inthe last two years after 9/11 thiswing
proved itsdf over and over again, proved thet
the nation can count on it. I'm proud to take
part in thet heritage. | will do my very best to
buildonit,” hesaid. Thenew commander gave
anoverview of “aphilosophy whichhasserved
me well.” A focus on people, core vaues and
sofety will be the wing's roadmap, Farris said.
“Peoplearemy firg priority,” hesad. Inreturn,
eech Patriot Wing member will be guided by
Air Force core values of integrity, service and
excdlence

Sarvicebeforesdf isevident onevery drill
weekend and even more evident sincethe 9/11
mobilizations that have taken wing members
away from familiesand jobs, he sad.

The new commander promissd MBWA.
“Management by walk around; youwill seemy
sx—four frame among you. | look forward to

h M doing that. | look forward to mesting as many

EYES FRONT- Members of the 439th Operations Group, led by acting OG commander Lt. Col.
Michael B. Kohut, stand at attention during the change of command. More than 1,000 Patriot
Wing reservists took part in the ceremony held in the Base Hangar.

of you aspossible. It ismy honor, pleasureand
privilege to command you,” Farrissaid.

The change of command was a forma
affar marked by a review of the troops, the
playing of Ruffles and Fourishes in honor of
Bankersin hisroleof Presiding Officer and the

| Advancement of the Colors.

Bankers pinned the Legion of Merit, first
o2k leaf duder, on Mazick in recognition of
exceptiondly meritoriousperformance. Lt. Col.
Armand P. Tourangeau served asmeaster of cer-
emonies, Mg. Michad F. Firrone, Commander
of Troops, and Mg. Patrick S. Ryan, Wing Ad-
jutant. SYA. Leanne J. Sambrook sang the Nax
tional Anthem and Air Force Song.

Bankers spoke of aproud record achieved

see COMMAND CHANGE on page9



Colonel Marten takes helm of 337th as CoIoneI Vinskey retires

Articleand photo
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

The top leadership spot of the 439" Airlift Wing wasn't the only
position to change hands during the busy August A UTA.

Lt. Cal. Michad J Marten, a337" Alrlift Squadron pilot withmore
than 20 years of experience, took commeand of the squadron on Aug.
10 at the base conference center from Lt. Cal. Michad A. Vinskey.

Anticipation and nogtagic emation were the two most obvious
elements at the ceremony, held in the base conference center. The
trangtion featured a review of Marten's plans and gods as the new
commander, followed by aheartfdt farewell from Vinskey to the men
and women of the squadron he had commanded for nearly four years.

Vinskey, who retired after 24 years of servicein the military, dso
took timefor anod to hisfamily’s support of hiscareer ashe presented
flowersto hiswife, Patricia

Lt. Col. Michadl B. Kohut, acting 439" Operations Group com-
mander, awarded the Meritorious ServiceMedd to Vinskey during the
ceremony. Kohut stood with Marten and Vinskey as the squadron
guidon was .

Shortly after, Marten spokeabout hisnew leedership rolewith the
sguadron. Acknowledging he had “some shoes to fill,” Marten in-
cluded, safety, training, and solid communication as among his objec-
tives. “ Safety isour number onegod,” he said. “ And we have to keep
theeyeontheball and our focusontraining ... tosustainthemission.”

Marten said open communication would help continuethe 337""'s
operationsday inand day out. “(It is) being able to communicate with
people so we can identify the problems and get solutions,” the veteran
C-5pilotsad.

When it cametimefor Vinskey to say goodbye, emotion choked
hisvoice. Herdied on severd long pausesto help get thewords out to
the men and women seeted in front of him in their blue uniforms —
many of whom he had worked with for his 15 yearsin the squadron.

“Peopletruly areour most valuableast . ... inthisday and agewe
can't afford to squander anybody’sabilitiesand tents,” Vinskey said,
hisvoice beginning to tremble.

“Through it all, you never failed me.

You got the job done. | salute each and
every one of you.”

-- Lt. Col. Michael A. Vinskey,
former squadron commander, to the men and
women of the 337th AS, following the change

of command at the base conference center

TIME OF CHANGE - From left, Lt. Cols. Michael A. Vinskey, Michael J.
Marten, and Michael B. Kohut prepare for the 337th AS change of
command. Vinskey turned command of Westover’s 54-year-old flying
squadron to Marten at the base conference center on Aug. 10.

“I am looking forward to it (retirement) but | am envious of dl of

you .you guys do some of the mogt incredible stuff you canimagine
.. you guys get to fly the C-5.”
he colond again paused as he surveyed the audience.

“The days arelong, the missions are numerous, the family separa-
tionsare congtant,” Vinskey sad. “Through it dl, you never failed me.
You got the job done. | salute each and every one of you.”

Jugt as the ceremony came to a conclusion, M. Gen. James D.
Bankers, 22 Air Force commander who attended the ceremony with
some of the senior base leadership, suddenly stood up to congratulate
Marten and Vinskey.

Bankers was the wing commander a Westover who gppointed
Vinskey to his pogtion in October 1999. He thanked Vinskey for his
leadership and his serviceto his country, and wished Marten success as
the new commander.

“CongratulationsMike,” Bankerssaid. “ You' reprobably never go-
ing to have a better job — never going to have a harder one either. “I
know you've gat dl of the support of your folksin your unit and thet's
redlly what it's dl about.” Bankers then turned to the entire room. “I
watch every day, | see the numbers, | see where your arplanes are, |
seewl&aag/you’ redoing,” he sad. “Thank you for the superb job you do
every day.”

New wing staff judge advocate arrives for duty at base

Mg. LauraFdtmanisthe new 439" AW bor, contract, and environmenta law.
esents the Air Force before

staff judge advocate. Shedw repr

gram. After graduaion in May 1997, she was
admitted to the Virginia bar in October of the

Feltman arrived at
Westover in July from
Keesler AFB, Miss,,
whereshesarved aschief
of military justicefor Sec-
ond Air Force under Air
Educetion and Training
Command.
Sheisthedaff judge
advocate for both the
439" AW andthe914" AW,
a C-130 unit assigned to
NiagaraFalsARS, N.Y. Fetmanadvisescom-
manders on issues incdluding employment, la-

Feltman

state and federal administrative courts and
boards, and provideslegd asssancetodigible
Air Force, Army, Navy, and Marine personnel
with detachments a Westover and the locdl
Military Entrance Processing Station. Feltman
a0 assdsretireesand thelr spouses.
Feltman advises the aff of the resarve
legd officethat servesreservistsduring UTAs.
She earned a bachelor of arts degree in
economics from George Washington Univer-
sityinWashington, D.C., and received her com-
mission through ROTC in May 1988.
InAugust 1994, Feltman enrolled in law
school under the Funded Legd Education Pro-

same yesr.

Inadditionto Keeder, her other legd office
assgnments haveincluded Ramstein AB, Ger-
many and Elmendorf AFB, Alaska Feltmanaso
was assigned as awegpons director and senior
director aboard the E-3A Sentry AWACS. Asan
AWACS crewmember, she d&l gyed to Saudi
Arabiafor OperationsDesart dand Desart
Storm.

Both the legd office and the reserve legd
office are located in wing headquarters, Bldg.
1850.



Patriot Wing hosts 22nd AF Senior NCO Leadership Class

TRUST US - MSgt. Douglas S. Huey, 913th AW, Willow Grove ARS, Pa.,
“falls” into the arms of his classmates during a “trust” exercise at the
Senior NCO Leadership Class.

Articleand photo
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

MSgt. Micheel
McRobie, with the
512 AW at Dover
AFB, Dd., said he
never once felt his
eyesglazeover ascan

eadily heppentosome
People in aone-way
re atmosphere.
“Your mind's totaly
going a mile a
minute,” he said.
“The indructors are
wedl-mativated.”
The NCOs ds0
| learned about how to
| write award pack-
ages, an important
skill not known by
some who attended.
A “There were six or
seven NCOs in my
group that hed never
written awards,”
Lavignesad.
“The indtructors
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helpyoulearnthat you' rededingwith people,”
sai&l;//ngt. Gde Fry, dso with the 512" AW.
“T

cover just about every aspect of your

Energetic ingtructors whisked more than Job @sasenior leader.”

50NCOsthrough afast-paced weekend agenda
duringthefirst 292"’A|r ForceSenior NCO Lead-
ership Classhdld a Westover in eight years.

Classmeateinterviewskicked thecourse off
bright and early on the Saturday morning of the
July B UTA. Fecing a deadline, the NCOs ex-
tracted asmuch information asthey could from
eech other for concise briefings. Each briefing
lasted less than 30 seconds,

Some of the class membersdidn’t haveto
travel far from hometo receive the ingtruction.
“I have enjoyed the communication exercises
the mogt,” sad MS%OJennlferA Lavigne, a
439" AW resarvigt livesin nearby Dudley,
Mass.

Lavi ?ne decided to take the course to im-
proveher leadership skills. Shecameaway from
the course satisfied and confident with her fu-
ture asasenior NCO and leader. “I understand
mysalf better withwhat my leedershiproleshould
be” she sad. “I can gpply thet to my troopsto
mentor them to be good |eeders.”

Of the 52 NCOs assigned to various 22nd
AF locationswho attended the course, 21 came
from Westover. Everyone got achanceto learn
manageria andleadership skillsduring thetwo-
day class.

Command CMSgt. CharlesA. Lowe, from
22 Air Force headquarters, visited Westover
during the UTA to overseethe coursewith 439"
AW Command CMSgt. Jeffrey B. Sherwin.
“Hopefully they'll learn alittle bit about them-
selvesand they’ll learn about why peoplethink
likethey do,” Lowesaid. “It' snon-gtop. Thisis
team-building, plusredly getting to know your-
sdf more asaleader and what kind of supervi-
<or you are”

For Fry and McRobie, “field trips’ out-
sde the classroom were the most enjoyable
part of the two days spent a Westover, when
blindfolded NCOs put their trust in the hands
of their classmates, and “fdl” backwardsfrom
tablesuntil their arms.

After class ended on the first day, Fry re-
membered thet the time went by quicker than
when he was back home. “It seemed like less
than anormd work day,” he said.

Lowe said each numbered air forcein Air
Force Reserve Command holds the classes
quarterly.“Hopefully they’ [l takeall thesemana:
gerid skills and supervisory sKills into their
top(ljbox and take it everywhere they go,” he
sad.

Food and beverage donations to the base
from aloca supermarket didn’'t go unnoticed
by the sudents, Lavigne said. “ Some students
| talked to were impressed with the commu-
nity support,” she said. “They said some of
their bases don't have that kind of support.”

The good relations between the base and
the community also gpply to the military’sim-
presson of Westover too, Sherwin said, ashe
watched the NCOsffile outt of the dassrooms
for acoffeebresk. “It'svery good publicity for
this base” he sad. “This class is one more
thing that Westover doesto show what kind of
wing we have here”

Chain of command gets class in session

Articleand photo
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

Command CM Sgt. Jeffrey B. Sherwin
flndl got to seethe reward of three

of preparation.

The439h AW command chief worked
with peoplein his chain of command to
fecilitate atwo-day senior NCO leadership
course a the wing readiness building
during the July B UTA.

It wasthefirgt timein eight years
Wiestover has hosted a 22™ Air Force
senior leadership course, he said. The 439"
AW reportsto 22 AF, which is one of
three numbered air forces assigned to Air
Force Reserve Command.

Sherwin explored the idea.of having
the course back a Westover with CMSgt.
Charles Lowe, 22 AF command chief, in
April. Not only did hefind out it could
return, he got even better news for the
base. “ Once we decided we hed the
logigticsto beableto doit, | talked Chief
Lowe into us hogting the course every
Jduly,” Sherwin sad.

Out of the 52 that attended, 21 senior
NCOs from Westover came to the
leadership course. “ This gives us a great
opportunity to put four times as many
people from our wing through this course,”
Shewin sad. “And it savesthe base
money because we re hogting it. Normaly
we only get three segts per class. We had

HERE'S THE SCOOP - MSgt. Teresal. Culpepper
reads her notes from an interview of MSgt.
Alice L. Mitchell, left, during the Senior NCO
Leadership Course.

ta\iNo years worth of sudents in this class
one”

Sherwin coordinated with sguadron
first ser to get the Westover sudents
enrolled. Hecredited excellent logistics
support from the base as reasons for the
success of the course. MSgt. Teresa l.

Cul pepper, 439" Services Squadron, got to
class only after she knew her shift of
dining fecility workers wasr to sarve
hungry resarvigs. “ She il timeto
pr%oare the coffee for the course,” Sherwin
sad.

MSgt. Earl E. Duncan ., 439" AMXS
additiona duty first sergeant, volunteered to
assis aswell. “He picked up coffee,
assisted the ingtructors with computer
srvices and ran errands dl over the basg,”
Sherwin said.




Civic leaders get first-hand look at
Air Force operations at Tinker

by SM Sgt. Sandi Michon

A group of Westover-area civic leaders
saw the Air Force up-close and persond
during atrip to Tinker AFB, Okla. on July
29-30

Inoneof hislast flying missonsas
439" Airlift Wing commander, and asa
former wing commander a Tinker, Brig.
Gen. MatinM. Mazick piIotedtheC-Bmd
escorted the tour — designed to promote
partnership between thecivilian and military
communities through education and
experience.

Community leaderslike Chicopee

or Richard J. Kos recognized the
dedication of the men and women of the Air
Force.

“I have a better gpprecition of the
military’s successes, commitment and
accomplishments,” said Kos on the return
flight from Tinker. Kos praised the great
relationship Chicopee enjoyswith the base,
but said thetrip redly enhanced his respect
for reservigs. “Everywhere we went &
Tinker, we saw dedicated, talented profes-
sonds It vicarioudy gives usagreeter
goprecidion for Westover —they have the
same cdiber of personnd,” the mayor said.

Loca educators were impressed by the
training and career opportunitiesavailable
through theAir Force. Ann Beggetta,
Chicopee Comprehensive High School
assigtant principal, wasimpressed meeting
s0 many disciplined, sharp young people. “I
now seethe military asavery viable career
option,” she said.

New Hampshireé sAttorney Genera
Peter Heed said the civic leeder’sflight hed a
particular impact on him. Hesaw apardld

“I have a better appre-
ciation of the military’s
successes, commitment
and accomplishments...
Everywhere we went at
Tinker, we saw dedicated,
talented professionals. It
vicariously gives us a
greater appreciation for
Westover — they have the
same caliber of person-

nel.”
-- Richard J. Kos,
mayor of Chicopee

between hisrolein protecting citizenson a
datelevd and themilitary’sroleonanationd
leve. “Thetrip aso shatters the popular
misconception that reservids are ‘play
soldiers and helped meto seereservigts as
fully-trained, maor playersinnationd
defense” sid H , who has no prior
military service.

Also onboard were members of New
England chapters of the Employee Support
of the Guard and Reserve. They got a closer
look at those they serve and spoke with
employersin the audience a Tinker. “In
view of current events, reservists need our
support more than ever before,” said Carl R.
Venditto, Conn. ESGR chairman.

The fast-paced tour shuttled the 33
civic leeders around the 5,000-acre base thet
employs 26,000 people, meklng it thelargest
single-steemployer in Oklahoma They
touredtheAlrLo?lsncsCermr abuilding
7/10ths of amilelong, and one of the Air
Force's four maintenance depots.They
crawled down into the boom control belly of
the KC-135 and learned about the Air
Force's “gas-dtation-in-the-sky.”

They toured the computer-laden E-3 of
the 552d Airborne Early Warning and
Control Wing, and learned how the active
duty and reserve members seamlesdy
perform worldwide missons. After avist to
the Navy component a Tinker, they were
impressad by “ spit-and-polish” welcome by
the 39 Combat Communications Group,
dubbed the 3¢ Herd. As troops stood at
atention, “39Herd.” Commander Col. Carl
Williamson honored American Legion
commander Victor Olizarowicz.

Between tour stops, the bus was a
moving classroom as civic leaders peppered
Generd Mazick with technicd questions
from the previous stop. Having served more
than three years at Tinker, Mazick was an
got teacher.

A trip bonus was an evening tour of the
OklahomaCity Memoria commemorating
the 1995 bomhbing of the Murrah Federd
Building. Alongwithvivid memoriesof the
September 11 bombing of the World Trade
Center, it underscored the role of the
military’sroleto protect the American

e

On both legs of theflight, every civic
leader spent time in the cockpit asthe C-5
crew manned their stetions. No matter how
many times they fielded the same questions,
Westover resarvigts gladly explained the
answers.

Back a Westover, the group took more
than their baggage off the C-5. They took a
deeper knowledge of how Westover citizen
armen serve their country.

BELLY UP TO THE BOOM - With a civic leader watching
507th Air Refueling Wing, Tinker AFB, Okla., concentra
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photo by Capt. Jon Carlson

FLYING WITH THE BOSS - Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick, then 439th Airlift Wing commander,
Chicopee Mayor Richard Kos, middle, and Superintendent of Schools Basan Nembirkow,
pause for a photo during the civic leaders flight on July 29.

photo by SMSgt. Sandi Michon

hoto by SMSgt. Sandi Michon
) him closely, TSgt. Frank Valley, a boom operator with the

tes as the KC-135 moves closer to a receiver aircraft.

photo by SMSgt. Sandi Michon

ENGINEERING EXPLANATION-TSgt. Kevin P.Godbout, 337th ASflight engineer, explains
the C-5's navigation systems to one of the 33 civic leaders.

1 AWACS TOUR - Thecivic

leaders tour one of Tinker
AFB’s E-3A Airborne
Warning and Control
System aircraft on the flight
line at the Oklahoma base.
The AWACS tour was a part
of an extensive visit to the
base. Tinker also houses
the Oklahoma City Air
Logistics Center and the Air
Force Reserve’s 507th Air
Refueling Wing, equipped
with KC-135s.



Last of 4339 AW maintainers return to Lackland AFB

Artideandphoto
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

The last 60 maintenance reservists from
Lackland AFB, whojoinedforceswith Petriot\Wing
crews to launch the most C-5s  throughout the
Air Forcelagt spring, left Westover inlate July to
returnto Texas.

About 150 maintainers, assigned tothe 433
AW, a C-5A-equipped unit like Westover’s, be-
ganarrivinginMarch—during oneof thecoldest
and longest winterson record in New England.

Theunrelenting weether blew bone-chilling

blasts of wind across the flight line daily asthe |

maintainerskept upwith acongtant flow of C-5s,
24 hours per day. The Lackland crews showed
their dedicationinextremewegther that many had
never experiencedinthewarmer dimateof Texas.

“They had towork through oneof theworst
wintershere” saidLt. Cal. Christopher F Skomars,
deputy commander for the 439" Maintenance
Group. “ They didn’t try toget inany of thetrucks
—they didn't try to skate out of it. These guys
didn’t missabest. It was phenomend.”

As the spring thaw findly arrived, Westover was in the midst of a

TEXAS BOUND - The last group of maintainers
from the 433rd AW, Lackland AFB, boards a bus
outside the Westover Passenger Terminal on
July 29 for the flight home to Texas.

Lackland maintainersa so posted an 80.8 percent

| C-5rdiability rateat thesametime.

The performance, attitude, and experience
level of theLackland maintainers- combined with
Westover’s maintenance veterans, formed an f-
ficient team that sent the C-5s on their way as
quickly as posshle. Just as Westover’'s mainte-
nance crews have been cited as among the best

| C-5mantainersintheAir Force, Lackland' screws

aso brought a wedth of experience with them
that combined for aC-5maintenanceteamunpar-
dldedintheAir Force, ready to handlethemas-
sveinflux of thehugeairlifters.

“The Lackland folks merged right in with
ours” Skomarssaid. “ Asof Junel3, wewerethe
busest C-5 baseintheAir Force. Without them,
we couldn’'t have done that.”

Skomarsand Col. CharlesA. Brown, 439"
Maintenance Group commander, saluted the
troops for ajob well done during an improvised
thank-you that took placein Hangar 3on duly 29.

TheL ackland group then boarded abusand,

withinafew moments, wereaboard aWestover C-5

headed back home.

As of August, the 439th AW maintainers were gill activated. Their

record-bresking stageoperation asmillionsof poundsof cargocamethrough  primary task sincethewinding down of thesurgewasto ensurethe C-5sare

the base onitsway to the areaof responsihbility (AOR).

“recondtituted,” maintenance speak for back inflying order, following hun-

Equaly impressvewasthelaunchof 1,103 C-5sfromFeb. 2toMay 31 dredsof hoursmoreof flying timethisyesr.
— the most Galaxies put airborne in the entire Air Force. Westover and

Patriot Wing maintenance supervisor recounts Iraq experience

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Onecof thefind membersof thePeatriot Wing
sarving in Iraq completed duty when Mg. Jef-
frey Mullen, 439"
AMXS mainte-
nance supervi-
sor, returned
homeinealy Au-
gust. Mullen
served three
months at
Baghdad Inter-
nationd Airport,
during which
time he wit-
nessed the evo-
[ution of airport
operations from
the early days of lib-
eration when the pall of battle and Saddam
Hussain4ill hungintheair.

Spesking by teephone from the Baghdad
arport in July, Mullen described how the dlied
forceswereremaking thearport, Sartingwitha
significant name-change. Immediatdly after the
39 Infantry Division rolled in, Saddam Interna-
tiond Airport becameBaghdad I nternationd Alir-
port

Mullen

WhenWestover’ssecurity policeand airlift
control specidists had served earlier at the air-
port, everyonewanted asouvenir pictureinfront
of aSaddam pogter. “ The Saddam posterswere
painted over. The photo op is no longer
there. . .theSaddam Internationa Airport sgnwas
pulled down,” Mullen said. On the other hand,

dinars thelragi currency with picturesof Saddam,
were dtill chegp and plentiful souvenirs to be
brought home.

Jugt afewweeksearlier, themantainersat the
arport had enjoyed abig step forward when three
maintenance tents were set up to house a tool
room, operation control center, aerogpace ground
equipment and aircraft supplies. “Progressis be-
ingmade” Mullensaid.

Until the end of June, baitle damaged run-
waysweredlill being repaired. Inasgnof progress,
an increasing number of Iragis were being em-
ployed in commercia operations on the civilian
sdeof theairport.

“Itwaschaotica thebeginning. We rebring-
ing order to it. It'samazing how quickly changes
arebeingmade. | had beentolditwaslikethewild
west. Now it'sgetting likeared Air Forceingdla
tion asfar asflightline operations, getting to be a
military organization with asemblance of order,”
Mullensaid.

Mullensarved aschief of arcraft maintenance
turning around C-5sand C-17sduring histour with
the 447" Air Expeditionary Group onthe military
ddeof Baghdad Internationa Airport. Besdesthe
Gaaxiesand Globemasters theflightlinehandled
U.S, BritishandAudraliaC-130s and C-141s, C-
21s Army helicoptersandjust about anythingelse
thet can land.

The maintainerslived 10 to atent, with one
MRE and two hot medls served daily in a chow
tent. Themealswere abig step up from thethree
dally MREswhenMullenarrivedin May.

Living a Baghdad arport makesyou gppre-
ciatetheinfragtructureand small luxuries—froma
telephone to a shuttle bus - of life back a home,

Mullensad.

“Everything started from the ground up —
tent city, shower tent. Therewas no base supply,
transportation, things you take for granted. We
just got phones and computers. Before you had
togtandinlinefor them. Littlethingsyoutakefor
granted & home are alengthy processhere,” he
sid.

Induly, thetemperatureaveraged above 110
and Mullen had seenit hit 122 degrees one day.
Bats at night helped keep the insect population
incheck. Severd timesoperationswerehampered
by sandstorms.

Thehardshipand challengeweretough, but
a0 contributed to a sense of achievement for
those serving under austere conditions. “The
moraeof themgjority of peopleisstaying pretty
high. From the ground floor we're setting up a
maintenance sructure. Not alot of people have
the opportunity todothat. It's* history’ from that
point of view,” Mullen said.

“Carepackages’ off incomingarcraft were
amoralebooster to supplement thesmall tacticd
field exchange. To makeupfor amissed wedding
anniversary and birthday, Mullen stayedintouch
with his wife, son and daughter with two 15-
minutemoraecdlsawesk ande-mail.

Twelve to 14-hour workdays at the airport
aso made Mullen and hismaintainerswitnesses
tothescopeof Iragi Freedom and reminded them
of theimportanceof their contributiontothewar
effort. “Wework next to amedica staging unit.
It's a very sobering thought when you see the
number of injured coming in and out of the air-
port,” hesaidin duly.



Maintainers take time away from aircraft to pamt house

Articleby SrA. T.R. Oudllette
Photosby M Sgt. Vanessa Simmons, 439thAM XS

Armed with paint brushes and ladders, 27 maintenance specidists
][dleld up their deevesto better the community and thelivesof alocal

amily.

Membersof the43%thAMXS, LSSand MXSand Texanresarvists
from Lackland AFB’s433rd AW joined forcesand spent threedaysin
July painting aneglected house on Monmouth Street in Springfield.

Their efforts not only eliminated a neighborhood eyesore, but paved
theway for Grace Goodrich, asnglemother, and her four childrento
moveinahome previoudy abandoned for morethan 10 years.

Theproject beganwhen M Sgt. VanessaU. Simmons, 439thAMXS,
and MSgt. Troy A. Pearson, 433rd AM XS, searched for away to be
activeinalocd volunteer project with other maintainers. Pearson said
they thought about helping in theloca areaand how they could apply
their skillswhileremaininginthe Springfield area.

Pearson suggested they make acdl to Habitat for Humanity, a
worldwide, non-profit organization that builds or renovates homeswith
low-incomefamilieslivingin substandard housing

Smmonstook Pearson' sadviceand called. The Habitat peopletold her a

family planned to moveinto the Monmouth Street home by July 21, but
the_tlgxse il badly needed to be painted and thet no volunteers were
avaladle

Simmons and Pearson wasted no time and quickly pitched the
volunteer ideato other reservigts. Within five days, maintenance
members accepted the chalenge. Some resarvists dso had their spouses
help.

According to Pearson, the Monmouth Street house is not just the
envy of the street but of the neighborhood too. Pearson and Simmons
said they fdt proud to be part of the Habitat project.

“Itisduring opportunities like these that unity and oneness are most
heartfelt,” Pearson said.

BRUSHING UP - Capt. Joseph M. Zackaricz, 439th MXS, pauses for a
smile as he paints the Monmouth Street house.

=

FACELIFT - Some of the 27 volunteers from the 439th AW and the
433rd AW, Lackland AFB, Texas, are seen here painting the front of
the Springfield house in July.

Westover, Lackland reservists join

forces in Habitat for Humanity effort

The following volunteers from Westover and Lackland
participated in the Habitat for Humanity project:

439th AMXS: Col. Daniel W. Allen, CMSgt. John M.
Budenas, SMSgt. Michael C. Barrick, MSgt. Vanessa U.
Simmons, MSgt. Heather A. Zackaricz, TSgt. Edward F.
LaRouche, TSgt. Donna J. Miranda, SSgt. Frank M. Falcone,
SSgt. Joann K. LaFleur, SSgt. Kenneth L. Watson, SrA.
Michael E. Kaminsky, SrA. Anthony D. Marlak, Brenda Huard-
Ames, and Nancy L. Budenas.

439th LSS: MSgt. Carla A. Letourneau, TSgt. Charmaine
M. Mallet, SSgt. Karla M. McGrath, and SrA. Christopher G.
Malooly.

439th MXS: Capt. Joseph M. Zackaricz

433rd AMXS: MSgt. David W. Brietzke, MSgt. James
Markle, MSgt. Troy A. Pearson, MSgt. Aurelio Zamot TSgt
John K. Barry Sr., and TSgt. Salvador Moreno.

433rd MXS: MSgt. Gilbert Acuna and MSgt. Daniel
Rodriguez.

CHANGE continued from page3

by the Patriot Wing under Mazick. “Our country was attacked di-
rectly and the country turned to you to respond. It turned to you for
Operation Noble Eagle, then Operation Enduring Freedom. It turned
to you for Operation Iragi Freedom and you r ..anabso-
lutely magnificent response.. -Westover continues to support our
nation's defense, never more than now.”

Of Maxzick, who succeeded him as Patriot Wing Commander,
Bankers said, “1 turned over to an incredibly e and accom-
plished commander...we ve been very lucky to have him.”

Mazick will serve as specid assgtant to Lt. Gen. James E.

irlm%ra(r;d 111, Air Force Reserve Command commander, at Robins
,Ga

Maxzick's farewd | words to his command were a sdute to the
Patriot Wing. He recdled lagt winter’s snowstorm that shut down
the Eagt Coadt. “In 17 hours you were launching C-5s when no one
dsecould.. Wereddymajethlngshappenlnthelastfouryeafs .ad
you havedoneit well

“We can send Westover people anywhere in the world and by
the time you leave, people will be sorry you left because of the way

ou performed. You don't get that reputation by sitting around. ..
“I bid you fond farewdll. .. .thanksfor dl you have done”




Air Force unveils plan to wear test new utility uniform

by TSgt. David A. Jablonski
Air ForcePrint News

WASHINGTON-AIr Forceofficidsan
nounced plans Aug. 6 for the weer test of a
new utility uniform that could replace the cur-
rent b%té%l dress uni;oxrjm.

Theblue, gr reentiger-gripecam-
ouflage ensem%l ?{s a dgoaturg?rom ?ﬁe cur-
rent woodland-pattern uniform and includes

new featuresthat areintendedtoincresse
functiondity and provide adistinctive look for
armen of the 21 century, officias said.

Three hundred uniforms will undergo
wear testing from January to July a Elmendorf
ARB,Alaska Hurlburt Hdld, Ha,; Langley AFB,
Va,; LukeAFB, Ariz.; McChord AFB, Wash,;
RamgteinAir Bass Germany; RobinsAFB, Ga,;
Vandenberg AFB, Cdlif.; and Wright-Petterson
AFB, Ohio.Thetestwill generatefesdback about
fit, durability and functiondlity.

“Our intent isto create auniform that will
bedidtinctive, practica, easy tomaintain, com-
fortable and, most important, a uniform you
will be proud to wear,” said Air Force Chief of
Saff Gen. John P. Jumper.

“We have become a
more expeditionary
force, with less time at
home to spend caring
for the uniform.”

--Gen. John P. Jumper, Air
Force chief of staff

“We have become a more expeditionary
force, with less time at home to spend caring
for the uniform,” Jumper said. “Inthelast 20
years maerid technology hasimproved greetly.
Asaresult, wehave desgned one uniform that
cansatisfy our variousdimatesand utility needs,
whilediminatingtheneedfor professond iron-
ingtocﬂ'ovideapolished ance”

ief Magter Sgt. of theAir Force Gerdd
R. Murray said greet careisbeing tekento en-
surethebest possibleuniformiscrested to meet
future needs.

“I believe that one of the great strengths
of our Air Forceand itsairmen isthe ahility to
adapt to new missions, new technologies and
an ever-changing world landscape” he said.

“This new utility uniform is another example
of seeinga for improvement and moving
forward.”

A key sepin bringi new uniform
item intoejserveipce is feré%bngck rom armen in
thefield, Murray sad.

“I believe it's a uniform fitting of the
world's grestest expeditionary Air Force and
one that we will be proud to wear,” he sad.
“We want your feedback as well — not shoot-
from-the-hip feedback, but feedback that

comes from seeing the uniform in action and
thinkingabout how itwill meet your nesdsbased
on your work environment,” Murray said.

According to officids, the wash and wear
uniformwill be easier to maintain and will not
require professona laundering or starching.
Oftiddsedimatethat homelaunderingcansave
up to $240 in laundry costs over the course of
ayed.
Unlikethe current BDU, the new version
comesin men'sand women'scuts. The sepa
rate women's uniform reflects the growth in
the number of women in the sarvice

In the late 1980s women comprised less
than 13 percent of thetotd force; today nearly
onei gai:ve éj rme(rjw afr?e\r/vomelg.l .

icassadot ibleadvantagesto

theuniforminclude: Poss o=

- Using the same fabric identified by the
Marinesasthe optimum materid for washand
wear characterigtics,

- A camouflage pattern that corresponds

to the jobs airmen do in most Stuations that |

requireadutility uniform,

- Recdling the “tiger dtripe” camouflage
pattern used during the Vietnam War, but with
the digtinctiveAir Forcelogo embedded into a
color schemethat preliminary testing indicates
may provide better camouflage.

Officid sared o congderingmaintenance-
free boots and dternative T-shirts.

The uniform patterns are being cut, with
productionto begininNovember. Datacollec-
tionandandys's, and any potentid adjustments,
will occur fromAugust through October 2004.
A find decison on the uniform is expected in
December 2004.

If approved, production could begin as
00N as 2005, with aphase-in date to be deter-
mined. (AFRC News Service)

Second Lt. Arcelia Miller of the Air Force’s
special security office puts the Air Force test
utility uniform through its paces at an entry
control point here. (U.S. Air Force photo by

MSgt. Jim Varhegyi)

Airmen get sneak peek at new uniform

by TSgt. David A. Jablonski
Air ForcePrint News

WASHINGTON —A prototypeof the
new Air Force utility uniform was unveiled
July 9 in various duty sections at Andrews
Air ForceBase, Md., and BollingAFB, D.C.

SMSqt. Jacqueline Dean, from the Air
Force uniform board, enlisted the aid of
eght airmen to demonstrate both the men's
and women's version of the blue, gray and
green tiger-stripe camouflage uniform for
photographers.

_Opinionsvaried, but werelargely
tive

SMSgt. Vicky Jones, from Bolling
AFB’s 11th Security Forces Squadron,
observed other security forces membersin
the uniform.

“I likeit; the materia remindsme of the
old fatigues” Jonessaid. “It'slightweight
(and) it looks like it conforms better to the

body. And it'sAir Force blue, ooh-rah! It's
good to be back in the Air Force.”

In another flightline environment, SSgt.
Crystd Cardindetried out the uniform while
waorking on aDidrict of ColumbiaAir
Nationa Guard F16 Fighting Falcon a
Andrews.

“I likethe T-shirt,” the 113th Fighter
Wing crew chief said. The T-shirt isablack,
three-button Henley-gtyle shirt with the Air
Force logo on |€ft breest and the wearer’s
name embroidered on theright.

Thewear test period officidly beginsin
January, when 300 uniforms will endure the
rigors of Air Force life, indoor and out.
Wearers and observersdike will beableto
record their comments and observations on
an Air Force Web Ste, noting the good, the
bad and the ugly.

Officids say production, if goproved,
could begin as soon as 2005, with a phase-in
date to be determined.




Patriot People

Name TaniaA.Khan

Rank: A1C

Age 19

Address Albany, N.Y.

Unit: 439 MXS

Postion: Aircraft structurd maintenance apprentice
Civilian postion: Starting college soon
Favorite food: Ice cream

Years of service 1

Favoritesport: Wrestling

Favorite hobby: Working on aircraft

I deal vacation: Goingto China

Best way tordax: Drawing

Pr_efergdeg entertainment: Listening to the guysin the shop talking about :
ng )
Favoritehero: Batmen 8
Favoritemusc: Everything 2
Favorite movie: | don't have one— 1| watch everything 2
Favoriteaircraft: B-2 @
Pet peeve: Peoplewho lie E
What would | doif I won $1 million: | don't redlly need that much of it, so £
I’d probably donate alot of it oversess. A1C TaniaA. K han
Patriot Praises Ar\]/vards and Decorations
_ _ Air Force Achievement MSgt. Gregory F. Quill
Newly Assigned: MSgt. Chouinard, Roger J. Medal MSgt. William R. Richardson
M Sgt. Culhane, Timothy E. MSat. Stephen B. Valle
Maj. Gault, Constance R. M Sgt. Garrity, James P. . gt Slep y y
SSgt. Tombs, Kristen M. M Sgt. Perreault, Sephen A. TSgt. Raymond J. Circe TSgt. Susan M. Balboni
SrA. Falcon, David M. MSgt. Sjogren, Jean Claude SSgt. Daniel J. Howard TSgt. Paul E. Cyr
SrA. Seiger, Kennan L. M Sgt. Turner, David W. SSgtAnthony C. Giardini, Jr. TSgt. Keith L. Jones
TSot. Francis, Worrel A. SSgt. Todd A. Kreuzburg TSgt. Richard T. Schmoke
Enlistments: TSqt. lves, Brandon W. SSgt. Craig M. Labrecque TSgt. Shane E. Stabile
_ TSgt. Kasaras, Jeffrey R. SSgt. Cheryl L. Mottershead SSgt. John A. Evelyn, Jr.
SSgt. Mulvaney, Patrick D. - TSgt. Marshall, John E. SrA. Anthony Baptiste SSgt. Anthony C. Giardini, Jr.
SrA. Bartley, Sean P. TSgt. Merritt, Gary Alan SrA. Eric G. Mariault
SrA. Geisser, William A., Jr.  TSgt. Savoie, Craig A. : ] . . .
SrA.Rivera, David TSgt. Tetreault, John P. . . Meritorious Service
SrA. Sevens, Darnell M. TSgt. Wildes, Dennis M. Air Force Commendation Medal
SrA. Walsh, Stacey A. SSqt. BI_al_<e,_Kevm R. Medal
Al1C Caldgron, MgnnyA. SSgt. Digiosio, Robert B. Lt. Col. Christine A. Gryglik
S Camgle Wilan ). S M OMNS) | oy aton Cadrete 3. M Dana.Packer
A1C Cummings, Joseph M. SSgt. Mulvaﬁey, Patrick D. Capt. Gregory M. Federico Capt. KennethA. Parsons
ALC Easton, Dean A. SSgt. Quinn, Shawn P. Capt. William Gonzalez MSgt. Michael J. Conboy
AIC Green, Clarissa M. SrA. Bartley, Sean Patrick Capt. Gregg R. Southworth MSgt. William B. Dillon
A1C Kumar, SoniaK. SrA. Geisser, William A., Jr. Capt. Stephen N. Taylor TSgt. NeilA. Delisle
ﬁg %\/Iaslil(y Shasft a |T- o g 2- geigef : KDmnégl II_\/l MSgt. Ronald A. Aickelin
illigan, Sarla O. . Sevens, Darn . .
AIC Ouimeite, Kate J. Patriot Purs by MSgz. W.C.Pope
A1C Pinkerton, Stephen E. Retired: = i
A1C Quattlebaum, Israel
A1C Roberson, NicoleA. Lt. Cal. Cunha, Barry J.
A1C Shores, Laural. M Sgt. Baldwin, Ronald C.
A1C Torres, Christopher L. M Sgt. Grybko, Kim L.
Amn. Gonzalez, Anthony M Sgt. MacGee, Donald E.
Amn. Turner, William G. M Sgt. Sweet, Richard R.
AB Amsden, Sherry J. TSgt. Anderson, Andrew M.,
AB Hill, Jeffrey T. Sr.
AB Vayneris, Konstantin TSgt. Lanier, Cheldon O., Jr.
TSgt. Manzelli, Michae A.
Reenlistments: TSgt. McCorkel, Michael P.
CMSgt. Skawski, Zigmund D.
SM Sgt. Cullen, Constance M.

M Sgt. Carter, ThadiusA.




SEPTEMBER 2003 PATRIOT

One potato, two potato, three ...

FAMILY FUN—Kids
take part in a potato
sack race during
Westover’s 2002
Family Day picnic.

- | This year’s picnic,
which is expected

| to draw more than

More than 2,000 expected for annual Family Day on Sept. 6

Organizerswereputting thefina touchesinAugust onthisyear’'s  security measures. Personnel and vehicles entering the indtalletion are
Family Day picnic, whichwill take place on Sept. 6 from noon until - subject to inspection a the gate or on the installation. o
5p.m. Theevent will behedinthe bdlfield on Patriot Avenue. Family Day is open to al 439th AW reservigts, DoD and Griffin

Scheduled ectivities include mode arplane flying, hay rides, Services employees, and Army National Guard security forces
face painting, horseshoes, volleyball, raffles, and much more. Secu-  augmentees a Westover. For more information, cal CMSgt. William
rity forcespersonnel remind familiestoplanaccordingly forincressed  R. Currier at Ext. 3521 or CMSgt. John J. Tavares at Ext. 2592.

September UTA schedule

mmm www.afrc.af.mil/439aw A UTA Sept. 67
B UTA Sept. 20-21
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